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Nowadays data from statistical offices allow the calculation of indicators related to several
accounts of national development and, typically, economic, social and environmental
characteristics can be highlighted. The key limitation of the same data is their territorial detail
that, normally, do not match with rural and urban areas as defined by the theory.
The paper, based on available data for Italy, would like to investigate the statistical
interaction among: (1) multidimentionality of rural development and related indicators (that
can be approached, for example, alternatively with principal components analysis or
composite indicators); (2) multidimentionality in the definition of “rurality”; (3) the degree of
rurality of administrative areas ( that is the level at which most of the surveys are designed,
official statistics are calculated and statistical data are provided also to professional users).
In Italy, the standard administrative level of disaggregation for national accounts and other
main statistics is “Regions” (NUTS2 in EU classification).
In detail, the relationships between previous indicated dimensions in the definition of “rurality”
and in the description of development (and vice versa) will be studied within the principal
components framework. After that, the correspondence analysis approach will be considered
to explore overlapping and links between different degree of rurality of regions and indicators
previously selected to describe rural development.
The degree of rurality has been studied in OECD working papers and in several papers by
the author (2007 – 2010). This is also part of a FP7 research project coordinated by Istat:
Blue-Ets (2010-2013). A UN manual (2005) is dedicated to Rural Development Statistics
(and related issues) that will be implemented in the near future in EU and other areas. A Wye
city group of the UN Statistical Division is also working on the same topic. Finally, the
specific issue of multidimentionality of indicators and composite indicators has been studied
in statistical terms by OECD (2008).
To conclude, the paper would like to test the different multivariate techniques and solutions
on the previously indicated issues, based on different statistical packages and on Italian data
available at NUTS2 level.
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